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INTRODUCTION TO VALLEY​ ​VIEW​ ​HIGH SCHOOL 

Valley View High School will use a 7-period day schedule for the 2019-2020 school year.               
All one-credit courses will meet for 50 minutes a day, every day for the full year (36 weeks).                  
Half-credit courses will meet for 50 minutes a day, every day for one semester (18 weeks). 

            HOW TO USE THIS COURSE SELECTION GUIDE 

Students and parents must work together to plan four years of high school courses. The               
courses selected each year have a dramatic impact on the courses that may be selected for the                
next year and on a student’s career and educational choices after high school. Parents and               
students are encouraged to discuss and plan for the future.  

  This guide is designed to help you make the proper course selections. Courses are listed               
by department and each contains the following information: ​title, grade level(s) for which the             
course is available, length, credit value, prerequisites that you must meet in order to take the               
course, whether there are fees, and special notes regarding the course.  

 We encourage you to use this booklet to be certain you are scheduling the courses you                 
need in order to meet both your graduation requirements and your post-high school plans.  

Valley​ ​View​ ​High School​ ​Graduation Requirements: 

   ​Students​ ​must earn​ ​twenty-two​ ​(22)​ credits as follows:  

English (4 credits) Social Studies* (3 credits)  

Mathematics (4 credits) Science (3 credits)  

Health (0.5 credit) Physical Education (0.5 credit)  

            **Electives (7 credits) with 1 credit in Fine Arts. 

Students will take State End of Course Exams in English 9, English 10, Biology, 
American History, Government, Algebra I and Geometry and the College Entrance ACT 

exam as graduation requirements. 

**Each student’s electives shall include at least one credit, or two half credits, in Fine 
Arts (any  music course, any art course, any photography course, any drama course, 

Mass Media, or Video Production). 

***Students who successfully complete two full seasons of interscholastic athletics, 
cheerleading or marching band may waive the physical education requirement. 

Students must take 0.5 credits in place of the PE credit.  
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Flexible Credit Options 

Valley View High School offers alternative learning experiences which take place outside of the school’s               

classrooms and allow students to earn credits through Flexible Credit Options. Students must submit a               

credit flexibility plan ​30 ​days prior to the start of the semester in which the student wishes to earn                   

flexible credit. Instructions for developing a proposal are available from the school counselors;             

proposals are submitted to the principal. Decisions concerning whether a proposal is approved are to be                

made by a Credit Flexibility Review Panel within ​15​ days after a proposal submission.  

Course Codes  

Advanced Placement (AP) courses are designed for juniors and seniors who want the             
opportunity to earn college credit for high school courses, or who simply wish to take more               
challenging academic courses. Students enrolled in AP courses must accept academic           
challenges and independent study not present in other courses. Students will also be required              
to take the AP exam paid for by the Valley View District. At VVHS, AP courses are available                  
in several different subject areas. AP and College Credit Plus courses carry additional weight in              
determining Valedictorian and Salutatorian status, and students may be eligible to receive           
credit from the college or university they attend if they achieve a certain score on the AP exam.                  
Availability of online AP classes is determined by Apex Learning. The offerings have typically              
included: Biology, Calculus AB , Chemistry, Politics , French, Macroeconomics, Microeconomics,           
English Language, English Literature, Spanish, Statistics, U.S. Government, Physics, and          
Psychology. Enrollment is limited in AP Courses. Students must request an AP course during              
the regular scheduling process and be selected to take a course based on grade point average.  

Students should talk to their counselors if they are interested in taking AP courses.  

Honors (Hon) ​courses are offered in various core departments. These courses offer additional             
academic challenges beyond other  
four-year degree college prep classes, and students can anticipate higher expectations for their             
work.  

Criteria for AP and Honors Courses: ​   

1.​  ​ Selection will be determined by teacher recommendation, students’ past performance in 
the particular area of study, and/or standardized testing.  

  2.  Students will be required to do more in depth work than in a regular class.  

Weighted Scale 

Students will receive a weighted grade for classes taken at the Honors and Advanced              
Placement/college credit plus level. The honors classes will be on a 4.5 scale and the               
Advanced Placement/College Credit Plus classes will be on a 5.0 scale. Please check with              
your counselor to see if your CCP course receives a weighted scale. Not all CCP will earn the                  
weight. 
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Grade Numeric Reg. Honor AP/CCP 

A 100-93 4.000 4.500 5.000 

A- 92-90 3.667 4.167 4.667 

B+ 89-87 3.333 3.833 4.333 

B 86-83 3.000 3.500 4.000 

B- 82-80 2.667 3.167 3.667 

C+ 79-77 2.333 - 3.333 

C 76-73 2.000 - 3.000 

C- 72-70 1.667 - 2.667 

D+ 69-67 1.333 - - 

D 66-63 1.000 - - 

D- 62-60 .667 - - 

F 59 
below 

.000 .000 .000 

Elective and Alternative Courses   

Electives are courses students select in order to fulfill all graduation requirements. Every             
attempt will be made to schedule the classes requested by students. However, due to conflicts,              
closed classes, lack of sign-up, or other reasons, it may not be possible for students to be                
scheduled into all classes of first choice. Therefore, ​students should schedule alternative or             
second choice courses for each elective​. This will increase the likelihood of obtaining the best              
schedule possible 

Four-Year​ ​College​ ​Entrance Considerations ​   

Students who plan on attending a four-year college after high school should develop a four year                
program that includes, at least a ​minimum of the following: English (4 units); Social Studies (3               
units); Mathematics (4 units, including Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II); Science (3 units,             
including Biology and Chemistry); World Language (2 units of the same language); and Fine Arts               
(1 unit of music, art, photography, and/or speech or drama).  

Additional coursework in the major disciplines is always recommended and encouraged as is             
maintaining at least a "B" average.  

Students can achieve their goals with good planning, by closely working with counselors to              
secure information regarding college entrance requirements, maintaining good grades, and         
scheduling the correct courses. ​   

Senior Option (Early Dismissal) 

Since colleges and universities are increasingly becoming more selective, students are highly            
encouraged to take a challenging course of study during their years at Valley View High School.                
An additional course can many times prove more beneficial than early dismissal. To be eligible               
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for the Senior Option the student must be a senior and completed state testing requirements,               
have passing grades (C Averages) in all classes, be in 6 classes per semester, have no credit                 
deficiencies and not miss more than 6 days excused or unexcused in a semester. At time of                 
release, students must leave the building and not loiter on school property. Students MUST sign               
out prior to leaving school.  Early dismissal must be approved by the administration. 

College Credit Plus (CCP) Enrollment Option 

Ohio’s College Credit Plus (CCP) can help you earn college and high school credits at the same                 
time by taking college courses from colleges and/or universities. The purpose of this program is               
to promote rigorous academic pursuits and to provide a wide variety of options to              
college-ready students. ​Ninth through twelfth graders are eligible to participate in the CCP             
Enrollment Option program. Students must indicate intent to participate every year, and they,             
along with their parents, are expected to attend an informational meeting to be held in the                
spring of the year. Valley View has entered into agreement with Sinclair Community College,              
for more information see your counselor. The VVLSD will pay for no more than 30 college                
equivalent credits per school year. Students who fail a CCP course or drop a CCP course after                 
the withdrawal date, will be charged for the cost of the class by the VVLSD. Students should                 
check with their counselor on whether the CCP course they have signed up for will receive the                 
weighted grade. 

College Credit Plus Pathways 

15 credit Pathway (Semester 1) 

COURSE 
NUMBER 

Course 
name 

Credit Method 

ENG 1101 Composition 3 VVHS 

HIS 1101 U.S History I 3 Sinclair 

MAT 1470 College Alg. 4 Sinclair 

*CHE 
1211 

General 
Chem. I 

5 VVHS 

 

30 Credit Pathway (Semester 2) 

Course 
Number 

Course 
Name 

Credit Method 

COM 2206 Inter. 
Comm. 

3 Sinclair 

ENG 1201 Composition 3 VVHS 

HIS 1102 US Hist. II 3 Sinclair 

MAT 1570 Trig. 3 Sinclair 

COM 2211 Public 
Speaking 

3 Sinclair 
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               ​    AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 

 

Courses   Credit   ​Level Perquisite Fee  

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 1 9-12 none

$25.00 

Mechanical Principles of Agriculture 1 10-12 AFNR/Co reg. $25.00 

Business Management for Ag. And Environ. 1 11-12 AFNR/Animal and Plant $25.00 

Livestock Selection, Nutrition and Mang. 1 11-12 AFNR/Animal and Plant $25.00 

Agricultural & Environmental Capstone 1 11-12 completed 3 Ag. courses$25.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valley View Agricultural Education Department offers diverse classes to serve the many             
different students in our high school. Primary courses are the recommended path for students              
interested in agriculture, and elective courses are available in addition to the primary course              
track. By taking an agriculture course, each student is automatically enrolled as a member of               
the FFA. Additionally, each student will be required to complete a Supervised Agricultural             
Experience (SAE) project.  
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Primary Course Descriptions 

SAE Project​- All students are required to develop, implement and conduct a supervised             
Agricultural Experience Project. This project is a yearlong activity, which extends into the             
summer months. The SAE may consist of job placement, entrepreneurship, research, or            
exploratory projects. The project is meant to help the student gain hands-on experience in an               
agricultural-related field of their choice and is completed outside of class. If interested,             
students have the opportunity to exhibit their SAE at the county and state fairs. Records will be                 
kept and updated in an outline Agricultural Experience Tracker (AFT) record keeping system.             
Successful SAE’s provide award opportunities for state and national recognition via Proficiency            
Awards and State and American Degrees. 

FFA Participation​- FFA membership is mandatory for students enrolled in the Agricultural            
Education Program. Member participation in FFA activities helps to build a strong chapter and              
strong leaders. To take advantage of the opportunities offered, members are required to             
attend monthly FFA meetings (including the parent-member banquet), participate on a           
Program Activities committee, and at least one career development event (contest) per school             
year. Additional activities students may participate include; FFA fundraisers, FFA leadership           
opportunities such as conventions, conferences, and FFA camps, and school/community FFA           
sponsored events.  

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources ​(Grades 9-12 every year; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisite:              
none; fee: yes) 

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) is the first course in the Agricultural and              
Environmental Systems career field. It introduces students to the pathways that are available in              
the field of agriculture. Learners will obtain fundamental knowledge and skills in food science,              
natural resource management, animal science and management, plant and horticultural          
science, power technology, and biotechnology. Students will be introduced to the FFA            
organization and begin development of their leadership ability. 

 
Mechanical Principles of Agriculture ​(Grade 10-12; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisite: AFNR; fee: yes) 

 
Students will engage in the mechanical principles utilized in animal and plant production             
systems. They will learn electrical theory, design, wiring, hydraulic and pneumatic theory, along             
with metallurgy in relation to hot and cold metals. Students will apply knowledge of sheet               
metal fabrication applicable to the agricultural industry along with identify, diagnose, and            
maintain small air-cooled engines. Throughout the course, students will learn critical           
components of site and personal safety as well as communication and leadership skills. 
 

Livestock Selection, Nutrition and Management ​( Grade 11-12; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisite:             

AFNR; fee: yes)  

Students will identify and apply principles and routine husbandry practices to production of             

animal populations. Topics will include principles of nutrition, feed utilization, animal welfare,            

selection management of facilities, and herd populations. Students will apply knowledge of            

production animal care to enhance animal growth, selection of breeding stock, and            
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management practices. Throughout the course, students will develop management plans          

reflecting practices for care and legal compliance.  

 

Business Management for Agricultural and Environmental Systems ​(Grades 11-12; length: year;           
credit: 1.0; prerequisite: AFNR; fee: yes) 

 
Students will examine elements of business, identify organizational structures and apply           
management skills while developing business plans, financial reports and strategic goals for            
new ventures or existing businesses. Learners will use marketing concepts to evaluate the             
marketing environment and develop a marketing plan with marketing channels, product           
approaches, promotion and pricing strategies. Throughout the course, students will apply           
concepts of ethics and professionalism while implications of business regulations will be            
identified. 
 

● Sinclair Foundations of Business – MAN 1107 3 Credit Hours 
The American business system and basic principles of the free market           
system. Includes introduction of business concepts, entrepreneurship,       
management, marketing, economics, accounting and other important       
business principles. 

 
 
Agricultural and Environmental Systems Capstone  
(Grade 11-12; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisite: Must have completed three agricultural education courses -or-               
be enrolled in the third course; fee: yes) 

 
Students apply Agricultural and Environmental Systems program knowledge and skills in a more             
comprehensive and authentic way. Capstones are project/problem-based learning        
opportunities that occur both in and away from school. Under supervision of the school and               
through partnerships, students combine classroom learning with work experience to benefit           
themselves and others. These can take the form of mentorship employment, cooperative            
education, apprenticeships and internships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

                           ​  ART Department 

(1 fine Art credit required for Graduation) 

 

 

Courses Credit Level Prereq. Fee 

Creative Art Foundations ½ 9-12 none $18.00 

Visual Art Techniques ½ 10-12 Art Fundamentals $18.00 

Art Forms and Functions ½ 11-12 Art Fundamentals $35.00 

Advanced Art ½ 10-12 Intermediate Art $18.00 

Studio Art ½ 11-12 Advanced Art $18.00 

Digital Art Foundations ½ 9-12 none $20.00 

Photography Techniques ½ 9-12 Digital Studio I $35.00 

Advanced Photography ½ 10-12 Photo I $35.00 

Graphic Design ½ 11-12 Digital Studio I $20.00 

Yearbook 1 10-12 Advisor selection none 

Independent Art seminar .5 11-12 Dig. Art Found $20.00 
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Art Foundations ​ ​(Grades 9-12; length: semester;  credit: 0.5; prerequisite: none; fee: yes)  

This introductory course concentrates on building a strong foundation for the beginning high             

school artist. Projects are designed to promote basic drawing skills with emphasis on the              

elements and principles of art. Students create 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional artworks,           

develop their art skills and control of art media. Concepts taught may include value, stipple and                

line shading, grid drawing, still life, proportion, perspective, drawing from observation, and            

simulated texture. Media used may include: pencil, colored pencil, charcoal, oil and chalk             

pastels, markers, ink, paper mache, fiber, acrylic paints, and watercolors.  

 ​Art Techniques​ ​(Grades 10-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: none;fee: yes)  

Students continue to build skills and techniques introduced in Art Fundamentals with a             
concentration on painting and color theory. Projects require the student to work with             
increasingly complex processes and media while developing an individual solution to class            
problems. Students will work on 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional projects, explore color using            
the color wheel, analogous colors, value, intensity, color temperature and complimentary color            
schemes, and use a variety of paint media. Students will also experiment using chalk pastels,               
colored pencils, markers, and paper mache.  

Art Forms and Functions ​(Grades 11-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: Art Found or Art Tech.; fee:                 
yes) 

This course concentrates on a variety of art forms that have a functional use. Students will                
work on 2-Dimensional and 3-Dimensional projects building skills by using various techniques            
and processes. Media used may include glass, polymer clay, gourds and natural objects, along              
with traditional artist medium. Projects may include stained glass mosaic, fused glass, and             
creating functional vessels from natural objects. 

Advanced Art ​(Grades 10-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: Art Techniques or by special permission               

of the instructor; fee: yes)  

This advanced level course is for self-motivated, serious art students. The course is designed to               
encourage artistic growth and to develop problem solving and critical thinking skills using             
traditional and non-traditional approaches to observational studies in art. A variety of            
2-dimensional and 3-dimensional projects demand high level solutions from each student.           
Subject matter includes but is not limited to, self-portrait, still-life, landscapes, figures, and             
animals. Media may include pencil, chalk pastel, paper mache, acrylic paints, watercolors, cut             
paper and polymer clay. Processes may include drawing, painting batik, animation and            
sculpture. Advanced Art students critique all projects and create a digital portfolio of their              
work.  
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Studio Art ​(Grades 11-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: Advanced Art or by special permission of the                 
instructor; fee: yes) 

This course is designed for serious art students considering post-secondary study in a visual art               
related field. The emphasis will be on exploring a variety of approaches to observational              
studies while discovering a personal style of expression. Students must complete a body of              
work consisting of 5-6 pieces. The course requires a serious focus and commitment to              
developing as a student artist as well as a willingness to spend time working outside of class.                 
This course may be repeated requiring a new body of work from the student artist.  

Digital Art Foundations​ ​(Grades 9-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: none; fee: yes) 

This course is designed to introduce the fundamentals of beginning digital imaging and use of               
the computer as an art medium. Students will learn the basic principles of digital photography               
and its specific applications to the visual arts. This class is designed around Adobe Photoshop               
Software. Students will become familiar with a variety of tools and techniques used in              
photography and graphic design. Major themes include: typography, photo juxtaposition and           
manipulation, digital collage, and digital painting. Students are encouraged to have their own             
flash drive.  

Photography Techniques​ ​(Grades 9-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite: Digital Art Found.; fee: yes) 

This course is designed to introduce the fundamentals of beginning digital photography and use              
of the computer as an art medium, as well as a brief introduction to darkroom photography.                
Students will learn the basic principles of digital photography and its specific applications to the               
visual arts. This class is designed around Adobe Photoshop Software. Students will develop             
their aesthetic and artistic potential through digital capture, manipulation, output,          
composition, portfolio design and critiques. Students are encouraged to have their own digital             
camera and memory card. 

Advanced Photography​ ​(Grades 10-12; length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisites: Photo. tech.;  fee: yes) 

This course is designed for the mature photographer. Students will expand their skills learned              

in beginning photography with an emphasis on personal expression and development of            

creativity. Students will research the life and history of famous photographers, while exploring             

the world of digital experimentation, documentary photography and portfolio development.          

This course goes more into depth with the use of darkroom photography. Students are              

encouraged to have their own digital camera and memory card.  

Graphic Design​(Grades 11-12: length: semester; credit: 0.5; prerequisite; Photo Tech.; fee: yes) 

This course concentrates on the high-end capabilities of photo-editing and creation. ​Students            

will use Photoshop CS3 software and Sculptris software to create original works of art.              

Students will learn to think critically, make aesthetic judgments, and become familiar with a              

variety of tools and techniques used to produce professional work in the fields of graphic               

design, advertising, and illustration. Major themes include: 3D modeling, color theory,           

typography, image collage, magazine/brochure layouts and product design. Students are          

encouraged to have their own digital camera and memory card. 
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Yearbook ​(Grades 10 - 12; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisites: advisor will select students for this class; fee:                  

none)  

This is a workshop course for the production and publication of the school yearbook. Students               

will be required to work independently to meet production deadlines for original layouts. ​Some              

out-of-class time may be required for this course. It is recommended that students be familiar               

with Microsoft Publisher.  Students will be selected for participation. 

Art Independent Study ​(Grades 11-12: length: semester; credit 0.5; prerequisite; 2 or more art 

courses, written consent; fee: yes; sketchbook required) 

 

Independent Study has been developed for the serious art student who can work well      

independentlyand has maintained above average grades in all previous art class including.            

Independent Study  students will be encouraged toexplore various areas of art     

specifically focused to their own interest. Independent  Study students will create a semester

syllabus according to their personal interests and individual level of development. All  

work will be done on a contractual basis. Due to the independent nature of this class, this  

semester course can only be taken with the written consent of the art teacher. 
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Career-Based Intervention (CBI) 

 

Career Based Intervention 11-12 Teacher/Counselor recommendation

$10.00 

Career Based Intervention (CBI Work) 11-12 Teacher/Counselor recommendation

$10.00 

CBI is designed to serve students who may benefit from a program that is organized differently                
than the traditional classroom. Students who are having academic difficulties in the regular             
classroom are urged to consider CBI as it stresses class work plus out-of-school employment in               
an attempt to allow the students to experience the accomplishment and success. CBI students              
are expected to have a work permit and a job on the first day of school.  

Course Content  
Course content will be provided by the APEX online education system. 
 
1. Students will be required to attend school for part of the school day and to report to a job                    
after their class work is completed.  
2. Subjects to be covered include:  
a. CBI Related                e. Science  
b. Language Arts  f. Mathematics  
c. Health  g. Other  
d. Social Studies  
3. Students will be required to have a job that employs them at least 15 hours per week.  
Eligibility  
1. Sixteen years of age  
2. Lack of achievement in the regular classroom  
3. Employable  
4. Approval by parent and counselor 
 
Obligations of the Student  
1. Must furnish their own transportation  
2. Must sign an agreement on dress, appearance, and responsibility  
3. Must be punctual and maintain good attendance, both at school and job  
4​. Must be employed ​or certify that they are actively seeking employment 
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                              ​English Department 

(4 credits required to graduate) 

 

Course Credit Level Prereq. Fee 

English 9 1 9 none none 

English 9 College Prep 1 9 none none 

English 9 Honors 1 9 Teacher Recommendation none  

English 10 1 10 none none 

English 10 College Prep 1 10 none none 

English 10 Honors 1 10 Teacher Recommendation none 

English 11 1 11 none none 

English 11 College Prep 1 11 none none 

English 11 Honors 1 11 Teacher Recommendation none 

English 12 1 12 none none 

English 12 College Prep 1 12 none none 

College Credit/ English 12 2 12 See Course Description none 
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English 9 CP 

This course provides the same genre based literature for English 9 with more selections and a                
greater degree of difficulty of material for the college bound student. Composition skills will              
include more focus on literary analysis and argument. Literary elements, vocabulary and writing             
assignments will be derived from a variety of literature sources and/or student response to              
literature. 

English 9 Honors​ ​(Grade: 9; length: year; credit: 1.0; prerequisite: teacher recommendation; fee: ) 

The English 9 Honors course is a course for students who have demonstrated advanced              
understanding of English and who want a more intense preparation for college. This English              
course is based on Ohio’s Academic Standards for English Language Arts in Grade 9 and the                
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and is a study of language, literature,               
composition, and oral communication with a focus on exploring a wide-variety of genres and              
their elements. Students use literary interpretation, analysis, comparisons, and evaluation to           
read and respond to representative works of historical or cultural significance appropriate for             
Grade 9 in classic and contemporary literature balanced with nonfiction. Students write short             
stories, responses to literature, expository and argumentative compositions, research reports,          
and business letters. Students deliver grade-appropriate oral presentations and access, analyze,           
and evaluate online information. Students who are accepted into the Honors course must             
complete a summer reading assignment. 

 
 
English 10 College Prep​(​Grade 10-12; length: year; credit: 1.0; Prerequisite: none; fee: none) 

 

Tenth grade College Prep English is designed for the college bound student. It is a challenging                
program aimed at improving all aspects of language skills development. The writing focus will              
increase understanding of the multi-paragraph essay along with developing sound writing skills            
as demonstrated with practice in the various stages of the writing process. The literature              
program centers on a sampling of genres including mythology, poetry, drama and novels, all              
from world and contemporary literature. Grammar and vocabulary study provide          
reinforcement to aid in the writing process. 
 
English 10 Honors​ ​(Grade 10-12; length: year; credit 1.0; Prerequisite: none; fee: none) 

 

Student must successfully complete the summer reading assignments, and receive          
recommendation for placement in the Honors course. This course presents students with an             
accelerated program. The student must already possess a mastery of writing as reflected in              
strong sentence structure, critical thinking skills and cohesive paragraph development. The           
writing program will focus on development of a variety of writing styles. The literature portion               
focuses on a sample of genres including mythology, poetry, and drama taken from classical and               
contemporary literature. Students should expect to complete independent readings, oral          
presentations and a variety of written essays. Vocabulary and grammar instruction will            
enhance the overall language instruction.  


